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Bi^smisvm's s&jxsstt 



Mr. Johnson, a very worthy charitable 
gentleman, was travelling some time a^ 
across one of tiiose vast Plains which are 
well kBown in Wiltshire. It was a fine 
summer's evening, and he rode slowly that 
he might have leisure to admiro God in tte 
. works of his creation. For this gentleman 
was of opinion, that « walk or a ride, was as 
proper a time as any to think about good 
things, for which reason, on such occasions 
he seldom thought so much about his money, 
or Ms tnde, or public news, as at other 
times, that he might with more ease and u- 
tisiactioa enjoy the pidns thoughts which fhfl 
a2 



wonderful works of the great Maker of tiea- 
Ten and earth are intended to raise in the 

As the serene contemptatioD of the visihie 
heavens insensibly lifted up his mind from, 
the works of God in nature, to die same God 
as he is seen in revelation, it occurred to 
him that tliis very connexion was clearW in- 
timated by the Royal Prophet in the nine- 
teenth Psalm. That moat beautiful descrip- 
tion of the greatness and power of God* 
exhibited in the former part, plainly Beetning 
intended to introduce, illuBtrate and unfold 
the operations of the word and Spirit of God 
on the heart in the latter. And he began to 
run a parallel in his own mind between the 
oilects of that highly poetical and glowii^ 
picture of the material sun in searching and . 
warming the earth, in the firet six verses, 
and the spiritual operation attributed to the. 
"law of God," which fills up the remainii^ 
part of the psalm. And,he persuaded him- 
self the divine spirit which dictated thie tine 
hymn, had left it as a kind of gmeral inti- 
ntation to wh^ use we were to convert our 






admiralieii of created thingi; namely ihat 
we ought be led by a right of them to nuse 
our views from tlie kiugdom of nature tu 
that'of grace, and that the contemplatioii of 
Clod in, hU works mi^t draw na to cootem- 
plate him inhis word. 

In the midflt of these reflections, Mr. 
Johnson's attention was all of a sudden call- 
ed off by the btu-king of a shepherd's dc^, 
and looking up he spied one of those little 

" huts, which are here and there to be seen on 
these frest Downs; and near it was the 
ifaepherd himself busily employed with his 
dog in collecting tt^ether his vast flock of 

• iheep. As he drew nearer he perceived him 
tobe.adean, well-looking, poor man, near 
fifty>years of age. His coat, diough at first 
it bad prob^ly been of one d&ric colour, had 
been in a long coHTse of years so often 
patched with diScrtiit swts 4^ cloth, that H 
waa MOW become haid to say which had been 
the or^nal oolouf. But this, while it gave 
a plun proof of the shepherd's poverty, 
fsqually pntrad the exceeding neatness, m- 
Suatry, and good management tf his wife.. 
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HU stocking^ no less pxiveil her goad 
bou»ewif«ry, for they were entirety covered 
with dams of diflerent coloured worsted, iMt 
bad not a. hole in them; and his shirt, 
tkoHgh nearly m coarse as the suls of a Mp, 
was as white as the drifted snow, and wag 
neatly mesded where titna had either made 
a rent, or worn it thin. This furnishes a 
rule of jud^g, by which one shall seldom 
be deceived. If I meet with a labourer, 
hedging, ditching, or mending the highways * 
with hia stockings and shirt tight and whol^ 
however mean «nd bad hia other garments 
are, I have seldom failed, on visiting his 
cottage, to find that also clean and welt or- 
jdered, and his wife notable, and worthy of 
eaeouragementi Whereas a poor woman, 
who will be lying a-bed, or grasipping with 
her neighbours when she ought to be fitting 
ont her busband in a cleanly manner, wiS 
fddombe found to be very goodin other re- 
jects. 

This was not the case with oar ahejAerd: 
and Mr Johnson was net more struck with 
tite decency of his mean and frugal dress, 
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than with hia open honest coantenancs, which 
bore Strang m&rka of healtb, cheerfulness and 
B|arit. 

Mr. Johnson, «^o was on a journey, and 
somewhat fearfal from the appearance of Ae 
ikj, that niin was at no great dlstaoce, ac- 
costed the Shepherd with asking what sort 
of weather he thought it would be on the 
■lorraw. — " It will be such weather as pleaa- 
■ ea me," answered the Shepherd. Though 
the answer war delivered in tiie mildest and 
civile^t tone that could be imagined, &m 
gentleman thought the words themselves ra- 
th^Tude and surly, and asked him how that 
couldbe. "Because," replied &e shepherd, 
"it will be such weather aa shall please 
God, and whatever pleases him always 
pleases me." ' 

Mr. Johnson, who delighted in good men 
and good things, was very well satisfied wiUi 
hia reply. Vtt h6 justly thou^t flut though 
a hypocrite may ea^ly coatrive to appear 
better than he really is to a strainer; and 
that no one should be too soon trusted, mere- 
ly for having a few good words in his mouthi 



10 TH« SHKPHP.nn OF 

yet M he knew that " out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh,*' he always 
accustomed himself to judge favourably of 
those Hiho had a serious deportment and solid 
manner of speaking. " It looks as if it pro- 
ceeded from a good habit," said he, "and 
ttoagh I maj now and then be deceived by 
it, jet it has not often happened to me to be 
M. Whereas, if a man accosts me with an 
idle, dissolute, vulgar, indecent, or profane ' 
expression, I have never been deceived in 
him, but have generally on inquirj fonnd his 
character to be as bad as his language gave 
ne room to eipect." 

He entered into conversation with the 
shepherd in the following manner. ** Tour's 
18 a troublesome life, honest friend," said 
he. " To be sure, sir," replied the shep- " 
kerd, " *tis not a. very lazy life; but 'tis not 
near so toilsome as that which my baBAT 
HASTES led for my sake, and he had every 
state and condition of life at his choice, and 
chose a hard-one — whil« I only submit to 
Ibe lot that is appointed me."-—" You are 
exposed to great cold and heat," said the 
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genflemiB^— ^tnie, sir,*' sucl the ibepherd; 
" but tiien I am not exposed to great teiajt- 
tationsj and so throwing one thing against 
another God is pleaafcd to contrive to ntaka 
tilings more equal than we poor, ignoruit, 
'•hmt sighted creatures are apt to ^ink. 
David was happier when he kept tiia father's 
sheep mi such a plain as this, and employed 
in singing some of his own psalidl, perhaps, 
than ever he was- when he became king of 
lerael. and Judah. And I dare say we should 
never have had some of the moat beautiful 
texts iu all those fine paalms, if he had net 
been a shepherd, which enabled hiih t» make 
so man J fine comparisons and similitudes, as 
one may say, from a country life, flocks of 
sheep, bills, and valleys, fields of corn, and. . 
finuitains of water. '^ 

"You think then," said the gentleman, 
" that a laborious life is a happy o^e." " I 
do, sir, «^d more so especially, as it expoBU 
a man to fewer sins. If king Saul had con- 
tinned a poor Morious man to the end of his - 
days, he mig^t have lived happy and honest, 
aod died a natunl death in his bed at la>^ 






H THE SHBTHERO Or 

which'jrou know, ^, was more than he did. 
But I speak M4tli revereace, for it was di' 
vine Providence overculed all ii\ai, you 
know, sir, and I do not presume to make 
comparisons. Besides, sir, my emplttytoent 
has been particularly honoured — Moses was 
a shej^erd in the plains of Midian. — It was 
to ' shepherds keeping their &ocks by nighty' 
that the tkgels appeared in Bethlehem, to 
tell the beat news, the gladdest tidings, that 
ever were revealed to poor sinful men: 
often and often has the thought warmed inj 
poor heart In the coldest night, and tilled me 
with more joy and thankfulness than the beet 
supper could have done." 

Here the shepherd stopped, for he began 
to feel that he made too free, and had talked 
too long. But Mr. Johnson was so wall 
pleased with what he sud, and with the 
cheerful and contented manner in which he 
siud it, that he desired him to go on freely^ 
for that it was a pleasure to him tomeet wUli 
a plain man, who without m*^ kind of leam- 
ing, but wh^ he had got from the Bible, was 
aUe to taft » well on a nUyect in wluch ail 



men, h%li and low, Vbh and poor, are equal- 
ly G4>itcern«i1. 4 

** Indeed I Ai ufaaA I malie too bold, sir, 
fw i^etter ^c«mes me to listen to such a. 
gen4k»n as you seem tb be, than to ti^k in 
my poor way^ but as 1 was saying, air, I 
wmder all working men do not derive as 
great joy an^elight as I do from tiunkiog 
bow God has honoured poTerty^ (Hi! sir, 
what great, or rich, or mighty men have had 
•udi honour At on them, or their condition, 
M Shepbardsl^ent'nutkere, Fishennen, and 
Carpentera have hadP Besides, it seems as 
tf God honoured industry, also. The way of 
doty is i#t only the way of safety, but it is 
reroarkable how many in the exercise of the 
common duties of their callii^, hambly 
aad rightly performed, as we may suppose, 
have found honour, preferment, and Mess- 
ing^ wbile it does not occur to me ^at the 
whole aacred volume presents a single in- 
stance of a like blessing conferred on idle- 
ness. Sebckah, Rachel, and Jethro'g daugb- 
tera, were diligently employed in the lowest 
Bccupations of a country life, when Provi- 
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dence, b; ttieanft of tftse verf occupi 
raised them up basbuids so^moue in bi^- 
ly, as Isaac, Jacob, and thenvphet Moaes. 
The shef^erdB w«re neithe^ plajiog nor. 
sleeping, bat 'watehing.thdr floo^s,^whai 
they receiTed the nens of a ^viour's lurft; 
and the woman of Samaria, bj the taborieiu 
office of drawing water, wa^brought to & 
knowledge of him 1^0 gave her to- drink of 
'living water," 

"My honest friend,** sidtfflie gentleman, 
"I perceive you are'well afiliuainted with 
Scripture." "Yes, sir, pretty well, Messed 
be God 1 through his mercy I learnt to read 
when I was a little boy; though tfi^ngwas - 
not so common when I was achild, as, I am 
told, through the goodness, of Providence, 
and the generosity of the rich, it is likely tn 
become now a-days. I believe there is no 
day for the last thirty years, that 1 hare net 
peeped at my Bible. If we can't find time 
to read a chapter, I defy any man to say he 
can't find time to read a verse; and a ai^le 
text air, well followed and put in practice 
every day, would make no bad figure at the 



jtmHs ^; One knndred and rixty-five 
tests, without Ike loss of ■ moment's time, 
VfoM make ft pretty stsck, a tittle golden 
trauury, -as one may. say, from new-year's 
day to new-year's 4&y; ami if diildren were 
brangiit ip to it,, ^y wmld look for their 
text as natimtly ms tkey do for their tweak- 
fast 

" No lalMiurisg man, 'tis true, has so much 
leisaR as a shepherd, for wtiile the Sock is 
ieeding, 1 am obl^d te be still, and at such 
times I can pow and tiren ^($ a shoe fiH- my 
children or myself which is a great saving 
to us, aad while I am doing tlkat 1 repeat k 
chapter, or a psalm, wtich makeafftfte time 
pua pleaaantly in thin wild solituy fkG»k 
1 caa say die iMst part of the New Testa- 
ment by hesrt, I believe 1 should not tay 
the twst part, for every part is good, but I 
mean the greatest part. I have led bat a. 
kn^y life, and have often had but little to 
eat, but my Bible has been meat, drink and 
c^paay to me, as I may say, and when 
want and )|««hle have come upou me, I 
itm't kooiTwhat I slwuld have done indeed, 






Id the- sHBPHsno or * 

nr, if I kad not had the promises of tilk baek 
for mj atBj and auppgrt" 

" You have had great difficulties theni" 
■aid Mr. Jt^gon. " Why, as to that, uf, 
not mitre ihaa neighbours fare, I hare but 
little cause to c(»n^ain, and much to be 
thankful; but I bavehad some little atnig- 
gles, as I will leave vou to judge. I have a 
wife and ^ght children, whom I bred up in 
that little cottage which jou see under the 
Mil about a half a mile off." " What, that 
with the smoke «^isg out of the (^mneyH' 
said the gentleman. " no, sir," replied the 
shepherd smiliag, ** we have selifem smoke in 
. the evdlja^, for we have little to cook, and 
firing is very dear ia thbee pasta. 'Tis thst 
cottage which you see on the left ba^ji aS 
the Church, near that little tuft of haw. 
thiffns." " What that hov6l with OBly one 
room above, and one below, with scarcdy' 
any chimney, how ie it possible you eaa live 
there with such a family!" "OJ it is very 
possible and very certain tew," ctied tbe 
dk^herd. ^'Hew-manybetterisen have been 
worm lodged! how ouny good diutia&s 
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kxfe perilled in prisons uid dMgeoDB, in 
comparigon of which my cottage is a palKe. 
IV hoBBe is verj wellt sir, and if th« rain did 
not eonetinies be&t down opon us tiiroogh th« 
tiiatch when we are a-bed, I should not denre 
a better} for I hare hei^, peace, iu\d Iiber-_ 
^, and no man maketh me afraid." ^ 

** Well, I will certainly call on jtm be- 
fore tt be long; but how can jou cffotrire to 
lodge so many ckildren?" " We do- -the 
best we can, sir. My poor wife is a very 
taddy woman, or we should always have 
done tolerably well. There are no rich peo- 
ple living sear ns, so that ihe has not met 
with any great assistance in her sickness. 
Tbe good minister who lives in that white 
house in the valley, ifl very willing, but not 
very able to assist na on these trying occa- 
sions, for he has little enough for himself 
and a large family into the baig^n. Yet he 
does what he can, and more than many otiier 
men do, and more than he can well afford. 
Besides that, his prayers and good advice 
we are always sure of, and we are truly 
tiiankfiil for ftat, &r a man must givo, you 

83 
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know, si^ accwding to what he hkdi, asd 
not according to what he hath not. " 

" I am afraid," said Mr. Johnson, " that 
jrour difficulties ma^ stHoetiniCB lead jou to 
repine." 

"No, air," replied the shepherd, "it 

g pleases God to g^ve me two wajs of bearing 
up under them. I praj that they may be 
either removed or sanctified to me. Berides 

' if mj road be right — I am contented, tbough 
it be rough and uneven. I do not so much 
stagger at hardshipB in- tb^ right way, as I 
dread a false security, and a hollow peace, 
while I may be walking in a more smooth, 
but less safe way. Besides, sir, I stiei^ith- 
en my faith by recollecting wbat the beet 
men have suffered, and my hope, witii the 
view of the shortness of all suSering. It is 
' a good hint, sir, of the vanity of all earthly 
possessions, that though the ^ole land of 
Promise was his, yet the first bit of ground 
which Abraham, the father of the futhful 
got possesuoB of, in the land Canaan, was a 
grave." 
" A^ yoD in any distrev at {H-eseotP*' said 
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Mr. JohtHon. "No, sir, thank 9oA," re- 
plied the shep^nL **! get my shJIliDga 
day, and most of ray citildreB will soon be 
able to earn something) for we have mdy 
three uoder five yeafs of age." "Onlyl" 
said the gentleman, " that is a heavy bur- 
den." "Not at at all; God flts the back 
to it Though my ttife is not able to do any 
out of door work, yet she trains up our chil- 
dren to such habits of industry, that our lit- - 
tie muds before they are six years old can 
first get a halfpenny, and then apennya day 
by knitliug. The boys who are. too little to 
do hard work, get a triQe by keeping the 
birds off the cornj for this the farmers will 
g^ve them a penny or two-pence and now and 
then a bit of bread and cheese into the bar- 
gain. When the season of crow keeping is 
over, tlien they glean or pick stones; any 
thing is better than idleness, sir, apd if they 
do not get a farthing by it, I would make 
them do it just the same, for the sake of gtv- 
inj them early habits of labour. 

" So you see, sir, I am aot so badly oEf as 
many are; nay, if it were not diat it costs 
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me ' so iKuoh in apothec&ry's stuff tor my 
poor wife, I should reckon myeelf well 
off, nay, I do reckoa mjaMf well off, for 
blessed be God, he has granted her life to 
my prayers, and I would work much hard- 
er, and ti«e on one meal a-day to add any 
comfort to her valuable life; indeed I have 
often done the ]aat, and thought it no great 
matter nrither." ■ 

While they were on this part of (lie dis- 
course, a fine plump cherry cheek little giri 
ran up out of breath, with a smile oh hw 
young happy face, and without taking any 
notice of the gentleman, cried out with great 
joy — "Look here, father, only see how much 
I have got- to-day!" Mr. Johnson was much 
stMick with her simplicity, but puzzled te 
know what was the occasion of this great 
joy. On looking at her he perceived a small 
quimtity of coarse wool, some of which had 
found its way through the holes of her clean, 
but scanty and ragged woollen, apron. Thft 
father said, " this has been a snccessfulday 
indeed, Molly, but don't you see the gen- 
tlenanF" Molly now made a cortey down f» 
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the very grouod; while Mr. JohoBBti inquir- 
ed into the canee of the mutual satisfKction 
which both father and daughter had eE[H-e8B> 
fldf at the nnnsual good fortune of the day. 
^'Sir," 9ud the shepherd, "poverty is a 
grtat Bharpener of wits.— >My wife and I 
cannot endure to see our children (pan* as 
they are,} widioiit ihoes and stockii^ not 
only on acconat of the pinching cidd which 
cramps their poor Utile limba, but because 
it d^irades and deboaes them; and poor peo- 
fit who hare bat little r^ud to qtpearauces 
will seldom be found ttt have aay ^-eat re- 
gai-d for honesty and goodneaa; I don't say 
this is always tiie case; bat I an sure it is 
BO too often. Now shoes and stoclanga be- 
ing veij dear we coidd never afford to get 
ttem without a little eontrivance. I must 
sbow you how I mutage about the shoes 
when you condescend to call at our cotti^, 
sir; aa to stockings, this is ono way we take 
to help to get them. My young ones who 
are too little to do much winHt, sometimes 
wander at odd hoars over the hills for the 
chance of finding what little wotH the sheep 
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may 4rop vh^ they rub themselves, its &tj 
■re ^it to do, is tke bushes.* These scat- 
tefed t)Ha irf wool the children [»cIe but of 
the brambles; which 1 see, have torn sad 
boles in Mollj's apron to-day; fliey oarry 
this wool home, and when tfaey have got a 
pretty parcel together, their Mother cards it; 
for she can sit and cant in the chimney cor- 
ner, when she is not able to wash, or woric 
aboat home. The Invest girl then spins 
kg it does very well for us without dyin^ 
Ibr poor peofJe mast Dotatand.far the colour 
of their stockii^B. After this our little boys 
knit it for themaelv^ while they are em- 
ployed in keeping cmws in the fields, uid 
afttr they get home at ni^t. As for the 
knitting the ^rls and ihcir inother d«, tliat 
is chieHj for sale, which helps to pay our 
rent." 

Mr. Johnson lifted up his eyes m silent 
astooishnvent at the shifts which honestpov- 

* This piece of trvg»l inluBtry ii not lau^auf, 
but K tml fkat, aa b the cbarictej' of th« shepber^ 
n.knowledfc of the Scriptures, 
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«rty can make rather titan beg or steal; and 
was sarprieed to think how many ways of 
Hnbeuting there are which those who Uve at 
their ease little inspect He secretly re- 
flolred lit be more attentive to his own petty 
expeoses than he had hitherto been; and to 
be more watdrfut that nothing was wasted 
in his ftmily. 

But to return to the shepherd. Mr. John- 
son told him that as he must needs be at his 
friend's house, who lived many miles diT, 
that night, he could not as he wished to do, 
make a visit to his cottage at present But 
I will ceHainly do-it, said he, on my return, 
fttf I long to see your wife uid her nice little 
&mily, and to be an eye witness of her 
neatness and good management. The poar 
man's tears started into hiieyes on hearing 
tiiB commendation bestowed on his wife; and 
-wiping them off with the sleeve of his coat, 
for he was not worth a handkerchief in Ae 
world, he sud— " Oh ! sir, you just now, I 
am afraid, called me an humble man, but 
indeed I am avery proud one." "Proad!" 
exclaimed Mr- Johnson, " I hope not— Fride 



£4 TUB BBKPHKBD Of 

is a great sin, and ae the poor are liable i» 
it, as well as the rich, so good a man aa yon 
Sttera to be, ought to guard against it." 
"Sir," said be, "you are right, but I an 
net proud of mjsdf, God luiowa, I hsve 
nothing to be proud o£ 1 am a poor sinner 
but indeed sir, 1 am proud of my wife: she 
is not »nly the roost tidy, notable woman on 
the plain, but she is the kindest wife and 
mother, and the most contented, thankful 
Christian tfast 1 know. Last year I thought 
I should have lost her in a violent fit of the 
rheumatistn, can|^t.by going to work too 
soon after her lying-in, I fear; for 'tis bnt a 
bleak coldish place, as you may see, sir, in 
winter, and sometimes the snow lies so long 
under the hill, that I can hardly make myself 
a path to get out and buy a few necessaries 
in the nest village; and we are afraid to send 
out (he children, for fear they>^iould be lost 
when the snow is deep. So, as I was saying, 
the poor soul was very bad indeed, and for 
several weeks lost the me of all her limbs 
ex<!ept her hands; a merciful Prorid^nce 
spared her the ise of these, so that when she 
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could not turd in her bed, she could contrive 
to patch a rag or two fur her familj'. She 
was always saying, had it not been for the 
great goodness of God, she might have had 
her handx Imme as well as her feet, or the 
palsy instead of the rheumatisni, and then 
ahe could have done nothing — but nobody 
had so many mercies as she had. 

" I will not tell you what we suffered du- 
ring tiiat bitter weather, sir, but my wife's 
fiuth and patience during that trying time, 
were as good a lesson f» me as any sermon 
I could hear, and yet Mr. Jenkins gave ub 
Tery comfortable ones too, that helped t« 
keep up my spirits," 

"I fear, shei^ierd," said Mr. Johnson, 
" you have found this to be but a bad world." 

"Yes, sir," replied the shephenl, "but 
it is governed by a good God. And though 
my trials have been now and then sharp, 
why then, sir, as the saying is, if the pain 
be violent, it is seldom lasting, and if it be 
but moderate, why then we can bear it the 
longer, and when it is quite taken away, 
ease ie the m«re precious, and gratitude is 
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qaicketied bj the remembrance; thus every 
way in every case, I can always find out a 
reason for vindicating Providence." 

" But," said Mr. Johnson, " how do you 
do to support yourself under the pressure of 
actual want. Is not hunger a great weak 
ener of your feitliP" 

"Sir," replied the shepherd, "I endea- 
vour to live upon the promises. You who 
abound in good things of this world are apt 
to set too high a value on them. Suppose, 
sir, the king, seeing me hard at work, were 
to say to me, that if I would patiently worii 
on till Christmas, a fine palace and a great 
estate should be the reward of my labours. 
Do you think, sir, that a little hunger, Or a 
little cold, or a little wet, wonld make me 
flinch, when I was sure a few months would 
put me in possession? Should I not say to 
myself frequently, cheer up, shepherd, *tis 
but till Christmas! Now is there not much 
less difference between tiiis supposed day 
and Christmas, when I should take possession 
of the estate aiid palace, than there is be- 
tween time and eternity, when I im sure of 
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entering an a Icingdom not made with hands. 
There is some compariaon between a moment 
and a thouaanii jeari^, bec.auae a thousand 
yeai9 are made up of moments, all time being 
maile up of the aame sort of stuff, aa I may 
saj; while there is no aort of comparison be- 
tween tlie longer; portion of time and eter- 
nity. You know, sir, there ia no way of 
measuring two tilings, one which has lengtii 
and breadth, which show it must have an end 
somewhere; aiid another thing, which being 
eternal, is without end and without mea- 
sure, " 

"But," said Mr. Johnson, "is not the 
fear of death sometimes too strong for your 
fiiith?" 

" Blessed be God, sir," replied tiie shep- 
herd, "tlie dark passage through the vattey 
of the sliadow of death is made safe by the 
power of htm who .conquered death. I know 
indeed we shall go as naked out of this world 
as we cadK into it, but an humble penitent 
will not be found naked in the other world, 
air. My Bible tell| me of garmenti of praise 
and robea of rightapasness. And ia it not a 
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support, sir, nn Jer any of the petty difficnl- 
ties and distresses here, to he assured by the 
word of hiin who cannot lie, that those who 
were in white robes came out of great tribu- 
lation? But, sir, I beg your pardon for being 
to talkative. Indeed, you great folks can 
hardly imagine how it raises and cheers a 
poor man's heart, when such as you colnle- 
Bcend to talk familiarly to him on religious 
sulyects. It seems to be a practical. com- 
ment on that text which says, the rich and 
the poor meet together, — the Lord is the 
maker of them all. And so far from creating 
disrespect, sir, it rather prevents it. But to 
■ return to my wife. ^ 

*' One Sunday afternoon, when she was at 
the worst, as I was coming out of church, for 
I went one part of the day, and my eldest 
daughter the other'^ so my poor wife was 
never left alone. As I was coming ont of 
church, I say, Mr. Jenkins the minister 
called out to me, and asked me how my wife 
did. Baying he had been kept from coming 
to see her by the deep fa)^ of anow; and in- 
deed from the miniater'alhouse to my hovel 
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it was quite impassftble. I gave him all the 
particulars he asked, and I am afraid a great 
many more, for mj heart was quite full. He 
kindly gave me a shilling, and said he would 
certainly try to pick out his way and come 
and see her in a day. or two. 

" Wliile he was talking to me, a plain 
farmer-looking gentleman in boots, who stood 
by, listened to all I said, but aeemed (o take 
no notice. It wae Mr. Jenkins's wife's &- 
ther, who was come to pass the Christmu 
holidays at t!ie minister's house.- I had al- 
ways heard him spoken of as a plain frugal 
man, who lived close himself, but was re- 
marked to give away more than any of his 
showy neighbours. 

" Well! 1 went home with great spirits at 
this seasonable and unexpected supply; for 
we had tapped our last «s-pence, and there 
was little work to be had on account of the 
weather. I told my wife I bad not come 
back empty handed." "No, I dare say 
not," says she, " you have been serving a 
master 'who filleth the hungry with good 
things, tho^^ he sendeth the rich emp^ 
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away.' " "Trupj Mary," says I, "we sel- 
dom fail to get good spiritual food from Mr. 
Jeokins, but to day he has kindly supplied 
onr bodily wants. She was more thankful 
when I showed her the shilling, than I dare 
say, some of your great people are when they 
get a hundred pounds." 

Mr, Johnson's heart smote him when he 
heard such a value set upon a shilling; sure- 
ty, said he to himself, I will never waste 
another; but he said nothing to the shepherd, 
who thus pursued his story. 

" Next morning before I went out, I sent 
part of the money to buy a, little ale and 
brown sugar to put into her water gruel; 
which you know, sir, made it nice and nou- 
rishing. I went out to split wood in a farm- 
yard, for there was no standing out on the 
plain after such snow as had fallen in the 
night I went with a lighter heart Hian 
usual, because I had left my poor wife a lit- 
tle better; and comfortably supplied for this 
day, and I now resolved more than ever to 
trust in God for the supplies of the next 
When I came back at night) qiy wife fell a 
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crying as soon u she aaw^itie. This, 1 o\to 
I thought but a bad return for the blessings 
she had so lately received, and so I told 
her." "O," said she, "it is too much, we 
are too lich; I am now frightened, sot lest 
we should have no portion in this world, but 
for fear we should have our whole portion ia 
it. LooL here, John!*^ So saying, she un- 
covered the bed whereon she lay, and 
showed me two warm, thick, new blankets. 
I could not believe my own eyes, air, be- 
cause when I went out in the monflng, I had 
left her with no other covering than our lit- 
' tie old thin blue rug. I was still more 
an^azed when she put half a crown into my 
hand, telling me she had a visit from Mr. 
Jenkins, and Mr. Jones, the latter of whom 
had bestowed all these good things upon us. 
Thus, sir, have our lives been crowned with 
mercies. My wife got about again, and I do 
believe, under Providence, it was owing to 
these comforts; for the rheumatism, sir, 
without blankets by night uid Aannel by day, 
is but a bid Job, especially to people who 
tiaya little or no fire. She will alwajn be a 
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weaklj body; hut t^i^^ God her soul pVoB- 
pers and is in healtli. But I beg your p»rr 
dun, sir, for talking on at this rate." " Hfit 
at all, not at all," said Mr. Johnson; " I am 
much pleased with your story; you §liall 
certainly see me id a. few days. Good 
night." So sayiug, he slipped a crown into 
his hand, and rode off. " Surely," s^d the 
shepherJ, "'goodness and mercy have fol- 
lowed me all the days of my life,'" as he 
gave the money to his wife when he got home 

As to Mr. Johnson, he found abundant 
matter fur Itis thoughts during the rest of his 
journey. On the whole he was more dis- 
posed to envy than to pity the shepherd, I 
have seldom seen, said he, so happy a man. 
It is a sort of liappiness which the world 
could not give, and which 1 plainly see, it 
lias not been able to take, away. Tliia must 
be the true spirit of Religion. I see more 
and more, that true goodness is not merely a. 
thing of words and opinions, l>ut a liviiig 
principle brought into every common actiou 
of a van's life. What else could bave sap- 
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ported this poor couple under CTery tutter 
trial of want, and sicknesst* No, my honest 
shepherd, I do not pity, but I reflect and 
even honour tlice; and I will visit thy poof 
hovel on my return to Salisbury with as 
much pleasure as I am now going to the house 
of my fiiend. 

If Mr. Johnson keeps his word in sending 
me the account of his visit to Ijie shepherd's 
cottage, I shall be very g^ad to entertain my 
readers with it, and slialt now conclude this 
first part. 






Ofijbmffivm? g%^iif > 



I AM willing to hope that my readers will 
not be sorry to hear some farther particulars 
of their old acquaintance ikt shepherd of 
Salisbury Plain. They wm call to mind 
that at the end of the first part, he was re- 
turning home full of gratitude for the favours 
he had* received from Mr. Johaaon, whom 
we left pursuing His journey, after having 
promised to make a visit to the shepherd's 
cottage. 

Mr. Johnson after having passed some 
time with his friends, sat out on his return 
to Salisbury, and on the Saturday ev«iiing 
reached a very small inn, a mile or two di>- 
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tant from the shepherd's village; for he never 
travelled on a Sunday, without such a rea- 
son 33 he might be &ble to produce at the day 
' of judgment He went the next morning to * 
the church nearest the house where he had 
passed the night; and after taking such re- 
freshments 83 he could get at the house, he 
walked on to find the shepherd's cottage. 
His reason for visiting him on a Sunday was 
chiefly, because he supposed it to be the only 
day which the shepherd's employment allow- 
ed him to pass at home with his family, and 
as Mr. Johnson had been struck with his 
talk, he thought it would be nether unplea- 
sant or unprofitable to observe how a man 
who carried such an appearance of piety 
spent his Sunday; for though he was bo low 
in the world, this gentleman was not above 
entering very closely into his character, of 
which he thought he should be able to form 
a better judgment, by seeing whetlier his 
practice at home, kept pace with his profes- 
sions abroad. For it is not so much by ob- 
serving how people talk, as how they live, 
that we ought to judge of their characters. 
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After a pleasant walk Mr. Johnson got 
within s^jht of the cottage, to which he was 
directed by the clump of hawthorns and the 
broken chimney. He wished to take the , 
family by surprise; and walking gently up 
to the house he stood awhile to listen. The 
door bdng half open, he saw the shepherd 
(who looked so respectable in his Sunday 
coat that he should hardly have known him) 
his wife, and their numerous young family, 
drawing round their little table, which was 
covered with a. clean though very coarse 
cloth. There stood on it a large dish of 
potatoes, a' broi^ pitcher, and a piece of 
coarse ItB-ead. The wife and cluldren stood 
in silent attention, while tlie shepherd with 
his up-lifted hands and eyes^ devouUy b^- 
ged the Messing of heaven on their homely 
fare. Mr. Johnson conld not help sij^ng to 
reflect, that he had sometimes seen better 
dinners eaten %vith leas appearance of tliank- 
fulness. 

. The shepherd and his wiSe then sat down 
with great seemit^ cheerfulness, but the 
children stoodj and while th« mother was 
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tielping diem, little fresh celoured HMy 
irhu had picked the wool from Uie bushes 
with 80 jnuch delight, cried out, " Father, I 
wish I was big enough to aaj ^cej I am . 
sure 1 should saj it very heartilj to-day, fat 
I was thinking; what must poof people do who 
have no salt to (heir potatoes, and do bnt 
look, our dish ia quite full.-" — " This is tha 
true way of thinking, Molly," fcid the fa- 
ther, "in whatever concetua bodily wants, 
.^d bodily comforts, it is our doty to com* 
pare our own lot with the lot of those who 
are worse off*, and this will keep ug thank- 
ful. On the otlier haiid, whenever we are 
tempted to set up our own wisdom or good- 
ness, we must compare ourselves with those 
who are wiser and. better, and that will keep 
us humble." Molly was bow so hungry, 
and found the potatoes so gnod, that she had 
no time to make my more remarks; but waa 
devoimng her dinner veey hewtity; wheal 
the barking of the' great dog drew her atten- 
tion from her trencher to the door, and spy- 
ing the stranger, she oried out, " Look, fa- 
ther, E«e here, if yonder is not the goo* 
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genttfttan!" -Mr. Johsgon fituUng hinu#lf 
discovered, immedutelj* walked in,. andT-waa 
heartily welcomed by the honest ^e^ierd, 
who told his wife that: this was th^^n^e- 
nutn to wKsm thej were so much obliged." . 
The good woman be^n, aa some.Ter; 
nfat peoirfe aPe HUber teo.i^t to do, with 
nuking muiy apologies, ihai- ber httiue was 
sot cleanerj attd th^ thiogs^wer^not in fit- 
ter order toTece^Mifph a g^ntlemao- Mr. 
Jehxiion bowerer 4a .Iftokioig- round, couU. 
discover Dot^Vtg but the most perTM^t neat- 
nets. The- trdlf^Q^.eii which ^they were 
eating we[!e-alintfHt.ast white as their Itnm; 
wd BotwitbetauUiig tiie -number and -the 
smallneBs of the childteii, iJiere was- not th« 
leaA appearaaeeof dirt or fittH-.. ■ The fiir- 
niture was very umjde and poor, hardly in- 
deed amounting to bare necessaries. It 
consisted i^ four brown wooden chairs, 
.whidt by constant rubbing, were become as 
tuight as a looking-glass; an iron pot and 
kettle; a poor old pute which scarcely held 
a handful of coals, and oat of which tfie Kt- 
tle fire dut hftd been ia H appeared to have 



been taken as emo a» it had answered the end 
for which it had been lightad, that of boiling 
their potatos)" Over the chtmney stood an 
old fasliio^Ba? broad height candle^ck, and 
a still brighter , spit; it-wag pretfj- clear that 
this was-te^' ratli^ for orDa»ient than use. 
Aft old'-*«*pd' elbowJchiRr, -and a chest of 
the fiftflie tiata :^hidi ett^ ill 'the corner, 
•"W^femsidered-**- tii* inogt-valiiftble part of 
flie ahepherf'S ■ gtwds, ' Ifjving been in hia 
fSjnilyfor JhrcB generations. ■■ But -all the» 
were' li^tt J esteemed by him', iA cotnparisoa 
of ^%natlier 'ppaBessioii^ which~added to the 
<«bove^, roadeupthtTwlH^^^of whathe had in'- 
hetitM .'from Bs ftrtit6r; and which last Ite 
would' not hwre .partefl: with, if no other 
could 'hftTe'be«it*RI3,'foir a king's ransom: 
this was a lat^old Brele, wittch lay on the 
window seal,' neatly covered with brown 
cloth, -varfdiisly patched." This sacred book 
was most reverently preserved from 4Dg*8 
ears, dirt, and every Other injury but such 
n time and much use had made it sufibr is 
s[^ c^ care. On theelean white walls was 
pasted a hymn on tte crurifixioa of our Sa> 
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wiour, a piift of tlie prodigal mb, tiie shep- 
herd's ItymD, .aad a ^eu> HUlorg of u True 
Book. 

After the first salutations wprgorer, Mr. 
lohoson said, that if they would ge on qui" 
etly wil^ their dimmer >h6 woftld ait dow 
Thougb a ^jMtd'deatiari^Bied.^^^ thoaght 
it moEC re^wctfnLto obe^ thc^^nttlenura^ 
who havinK caetbie «ye <« ttiJ^ir ate&d«t 
proTisioDS) gwt^y' cebuked~ ^ Bh^iherd fur 
not havia^ indulged htmsplf, as. it Vas Sun- 
day, with a morjelpf bacoB' to telah bis po- 
Utfles. The shqiherd mid ni>tlriBg,'but pvor 
Mar; coloured, aad.hui);^ dciwii her beafl, • 
wying, " indeed, air, it is not mj .fault; I * 
did beg mj husbqad to aUpw.himwir a^fait-' 
of meat to-daj out of yow 4koiiour*i boun^; 
buthe wai too good td do- it, and it i» all for 
my sake." The shepherd sMiAed unwilling 
li» come to an explanatioD, but Mr. Johnson 
desiped Marj to go on. So she coDtjaued, 
"jou must know, sir, that both of us next to 
i, siu, dread a debt, and indeed in some cases 
a. debt is a sin; but with all our care and 
pains we have sever becA able, quite to pay 






■AtMsiniT PL&iN. 41 

1rtr«ie Doctor's bil), for that bad fit of fte 
riieuiMtiBm MihUAi I had last winter. Now 
when, jau were pleased to give my hnsbaixl 
t]utt kind present the other daj*, I heartil;' 
desired him to buy a bit of meat for Sunday, 
V I aud befon, that he mi^t have a litUe 
tetrtshment fat himself out of your kindness. 
But in]t»iyredbe,'M>ry, it is never out of my 
mind long together 4hat we still owe a few 
BhlU«^S»to <th«J0i>ttbr, (andthankOoditis 
^1 we didpWe IB this world.) Now if I 
caN-j'bjin this- money directly it will n«t 
DuLy show'himoul'hoaesty and ourgood will, . 
but it will be ui encouragement to him tf 
come to you another time in case you shorid 
be talE^ once inbrs in such. a bad fit| for I 
must own, added my poor husband, that the 
thought of your being ao terribly ill without 
any help is the only misfortune that I wan* 
courage to foce." 

Here the grateftl woman's tears ran down 
so last that she could sot go on. She wiped 
her eyes with the comer of her apron, and 
humbly be^;ed pardon fu- making so free. 
*' IndMd, sir,'* sud the she|Aierd, ** though 
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Mj wife is fall ss unwilling to be in debt as 
myself, jet I- could hardlj prevail on<her to 
oonMut to mj paying thid money just then^ 
because >he said it was hard I should not 
have a taste of the gentlemau's bounty my- 
Klf. But, for once, eir, 1 would hKve my 
own way. For you must know, ^s I paae 
the best part of my time alone, tending my 
sheep, 'tis a great point with me, sir, to get 
comfurtAble matter for itiy .own thoui^ta; go 
that it is rather self interest in -me to allow 
myoelf in no pleasures and no prac^ee that 
, won't bear thinking on over and over. For 
when one is a good deal alone you know, air, 
all one's bad deeds do so rush in upon one, 
as I may say, and so torment one> that there 
ia no true comfort to be had but in keeping 
clear of wrung doings, and false pleasures; 
and that I suppose may be one reason why 
so many fulks hate to stay a Ut by them- 
selvesrr-But as I was saying^-when I came 
to think the matter over on the hill yonder, 
said I to myself, a good dinner ia a good 
thing I grant, and yet it will be but cold 
comfort to me a week after to be able to say 
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—to be sure I htd a nice shoulder of muitoB 
last Sunday for dinner, thanks to tlie good 
gentleman, but then I &nl in debt — I had a 
rare dinner, that^e ceiiain, but the 'pleunre 
of tiaat haa long beea over and the debt atUl 
r^nains. I have spent the crown, 'and now 
if my poor wife sixould be l^en in one of 
those fits ajain, die she must, unleis God 
work a miracle to prevent it, for I cafe get 
jio help for her. ThU thought settled all; 
and 1 Befr«f directly and paid the crown to 
the doctw with as much cheerfulness as I 
should have felt on sitting down at the fat- 
test shoulder of mutton that ever was roasted. 
Apd if 1 was contented at the time, think 
how mudi more happy I have been at the re- 
membrance! sir, there ar« no pleasures 
worth the name but such as bring no plague 
or penitence after them." 

Mr. Jolmson was satisfied with, Oie shep- 
herd's reasons; and agreed, tliat though a 
good dinner was not to be despised, yet it 
was not worthy to be compared witli a con- 
leitied mind, which (as the Bible truly says) 
is a continual feasL'^ "llut come,'* said 
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tiie good gentleman, "what have we got in 
this brown mng?" "As good water," said 
the ^e^^d, "as any in the world. I hav« 
nCteit heard of couiltries beyond sea in whict 
there is ml wholesonie water; naj, ''I have 
been myself ina great tcWn not feroifwhwe 
ftey.are^ obliged to biiy all the water they 
get, #hile a good Providence tends to my . 
very door a spring ar dear and fine as Jacob's 
well. When t am tempted % re^6 that f 
luve no (Hher dtink, T'cfill to litf-'reiaiitii- 
bt&ace that' it' Was- nothing better than a cup 
, o£ crfd watei* which tiie woman of Samaria 
drffw fiv^the grts&tcst'gueSt-thttt'ever'viaited 
this world." •' ■■ . 

"Very weU," reptiM Mr- Johnson; "but 
as your ' honesty htte ihade you prefer a poor 
meal to being'in debt, I #itt at' least 'send 
and get Bomedimg for you to drink. I saw 
alittle pttUic -house jnit by the church, as I 
came along. Let diaf little rosy-face fellow 
fetch a mng of beer. " 

So saying he looked fiill at the boy who did 
not ofierto stir; but cast an eye at his father 
to know what he w^s to do. *' Sir," said the 
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itteplterd, " I hi^ we ^hall Bot &ppew- Hn- 
j^ateftil, if we eeem to refase your favour; 
mj Kttle boy would, I am sure, fly to serve 
you OH any other occasion. Bu*, good eir, it 
is Sunday, and should -any «f my fiimily bo 
seen • at'a public-house -on a Sabtmth'-day, it 
would be a much greater ^ef te me than tn 
diinV water ^l.nly life.* I au. often. Ulbing 
against these doings t» oliiecs, %bd if 1 abonld 
say- one thiug aiid do- another^ you can't 
think, wh^ an. advantage it would ^v%. many 
of my neighbours over Hie> who would b« glad 
t* reptftt tliat-they caught the shephenl'sw^ 
at the ale-hoage, without explaining haw -H 
happened. Christian^, you know, ur, Aiuet 
be doubly watchful* or they will not only 
bring di^race on-themselwea, but what ii 
much worse, on that holy name by which 
.they are called." 

*' Are yvu not a little too caiiti«U3, my 
honest friendr" said Mr. Johnson. " I 
humbly ask yaur pardon, air," replied the 
Atipherd, " I think that is impossible. In 
my poor nation, 1 no more understand how a 
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man can be too cAOtioiis,- than how-heciuib0' 
too strong or too" healthy." 

■"You are right indeed," aaid Mr,- John- 
son, " as' a general principle, but tiiis struck 
me as a rerj small thing." " Sir," said the 
shepherd, "1 am afraid' you wiH thirik me 
Tcry bbid, IJut you encourage Oie to speak 
o«t."-i-" Tis what f wiahj" sairi the gende- 
mari.^"Thea, 9ir,f reanmed the shepherd/ 
" I doubt, if. where there is a temptation to 
dowteng,-'aay fnuUcan be called sitiall; that 
is, in-sboirt, [f ihere ia aiiy such a thing as a 
small wil^l sin. " A pbor man iike me is sel- 
dom called out to do great things, so that it 
is not by a few great d^eds his tliaratter can 
be jtidgeii bj his neighbours, but by the lit- 
tie l-oitad of daily custoraa be allowd himself 
in.". 

"I ahsnld like," said Mr. Johnson, ''to 
kaAw hffw you manage in this respect." 

" I am but a poor scholar, sir," replied 
die shepherd, " but I have - m&de myself a 
little sort of title: 1 always avoid, a^ I aiA 
an ignwant man, picking oat any one iingle 
difficult test to distress my mind about, or 

* 
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tago and bnal'd opiakins apoDt becaUB^ I know 
that puzzle? and Lnjnrea poor' unlesrAed 
christians. But 1 endeavour to coUectwbat 
is the general spirit or meaning of .Serqitare 
on any particular .subject, iff putting a few 
texts together, which l^ugfa I fiad tbem div- 
persed up and down, yet all seem to look 
the sane way, to pfove tiieume tnttii, or 
to hold out the same cdmfort} so when I ain 
iii«dfiT tempiLed, or, any tbing .hi^^ns ilL 
which lam at a- loss w^at.to do,.I a^lj to 
mjnile— toth&lawxnd thetestjinonj. 'fobe 
sore I cant always. &id a particular direc- 
tion as to the very case, biecaose Ihen tW 
BiUe must haTebeen'tiig^ than all those 
great books I oncg »aw in the library at 
Salisbury palace, which the butler told- me 
were act« of parliunent} and had that bees 
the case, a poor laan would never have had 
money to buy, nor a working taaiittime to 
read the Biblg^ and so Christianity could 
only have been a religion Cor the rich, tor 
those who had money and leisure; which, 
Uessed be Qod, is so far frrau being the 
truth, that ia all that fine discourse of our 
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Saviovr to John's disciplMt >t i> enough t* 
reCMicUe iaj poor man in the world to his 
low cooditioD, to obeerre when Chnot reck- 
oDB ap. the things for which he came <m 
earth, to oteei-^, I say, which he keeps Cnr 
the last' Ga leU Jokn, saja he, thou thingi 
Khich ye do hear and sees f"^ bUnd receiM 
their tight, and the kmu waUc, the lepers are 
cUwued, and the dettf hear, and the dead are 
railed i^ _ Now, sir, alt thjw^'are wonders 
to be sure,, btit thej are nothing to what fol- 
lows. They are but- like the lower rounds 
of a ladder, as 1 may say, by whieh yon 
mwnt to the top— and the poor have thegoi- 
pd preached unto tkem. I dare say if John, 
had any doubts befwe, tiiis last part of the 
message must have cleared them up at once, 
for it must have made him certain sure at 
esce, that a reli^on which placed preaching 
salvaiim to the poor above healing the uck, 
which ranked the soul above the body and 
set heaven above health, must have come 
from God." "But," said Mr. Jldmson, 
« j(Hi say you can generaliy find out yoor 
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partimlftr Autj Amd A« BiUe, ftou^ that 
imm^iste duty be not fiilly explained." 

"Indeed, sir," repUed the shepherd, "I 
WiA I can find out the principle at least, 
if I tiring but a willing min<b The want of 
ttat is the great hindrance. Whoso dofth 
my v>Ul,- he tkail knmt> of the doctrine, you 
know that text, sir. I believe a stubborn 
will makes the BiMe harder to be understood 
than any want of learning. Tis corrupt af- 
fections whicli blind the understanding, sir. 
The more a man hates sin, the clearer he 
wSl see his way, and die more he loves ho- 
liness the better he will understand his Bible 
— the more practical conviction will he get 
' of that pleasant truth, that the teerel tif tha 
hard it with tkem thai fear hi?n. Now, sir, 
Wlppose I had time and learning, and pos- 
sessed all the books I saw at tiie Bishq>*s, 
where could I Snd out a surer way to lay the 
ase to ^ke root of all covetousness, selfish- 
ness, and ii^ustiee, tiiui the plain and ready 
rule, t» do vnio att men ai 1 would (A«y 
dufM do wnto me. If my neighbour does 
«e Ml ii^ry; can 1 be at my loss liow to 
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proceed with fain, wben I recullect the para- 
ble of the unfbi^ving steward, iriw lelitsed 
to pkrdon a debt of a hundred pence, when 
his own ten thousand talents had bees remit' 
ted to him? I^etj an; man to retain ha 
lutuat selfishness, hardoegs of heart, or any 
other allowed sin, who dail; and consciea- 
tionsly tries his own heart bj tUs tonchstAiw. 
The strait rule will show the crooked prac- 
tice to erery one who tumeatlj tries the one 
by the other." 

"Why you seem to malte scripture a 

-thing of general application," said Mr. 
Johnson, " in cases in which many I fear, do 
not apply it." 

''It applies to every thing, sir," replied the 
Aepherd. " When tiiose men who are now 
distnrtHDg the peace td the woHd, and try- 
ing to destroy the confidence of God's chiL- 

' dren in their Maker and their Saviour, when 
Aose men, I say, came to my poor here! 
with their new doctrines and their new 
books,' -I would never loA into one of thea; 
for I remembered it was tbe first sin of the 
first pair to lose Aor innocence fw ft* 
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••ke of ft li€Qe wicked knowledge; besides, 
tm/ own book iold me io fear Oodattd honour 
tkt kmg—To medtBe net with than who are 
ghm to change — ^ot to tptak evU of dig- 
niHt»—To nndar honour to, tohom honour 
it iue. So that I wu famished with a lit- 
tle coat of mail, aa I maj ssy, which pre- 
snred me, while tltose who had no Buch 
umoitr fell into the snare." 

Whiletiiey were thus talking, the childreK 
who had stood very qaietly behind, and had 
not stirred a foot, now began to scamper 
about all at once, and in amoment ran to the. 
window-seat to pick up their little old hats. 
Mr. Johnson looked aurprised at this distur- 
bance; fiie shepherd asked his pardon, tell- 
ing him it was the sound of the church bell 
uridch had been the cause of their rudeness; 
for their mother had brought them up widi 
such fear of being too late for church, that 
it was bnt who could catch the first stroke a£ 
tte bell, and be first ready. He had always 
fau^t them to think that nothing was more 
indecent than to get inro church after jt was 
begun; for as tiie service opened with an 
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eshorUtioB to repent&nce, wiA-a « 
of UD, it looked very presnmptuaiis ot^ to 
be read; to join ia it; it looked a& if peopla 
did not feel themEeWes to be sinBens. And 
though such as lived a great distaoce. ni^^ 
plead diEFerence of clucks as an excuse, jet 
those who lived within the Bcmud of. the bell, 
could preteDd neither igBoruice Bor «» 
take. 

Mary and her children set forwtrd. Mr 
Johnson and the shepherd followed, taluag 
care to talk the whole waj on snch anhjects 
as might fit them for the solemn duties of 
the place to which they were going. ^ I 
have often been sorrj to observe," sud Mr. 
JohDSon, " that many who are reckoned de- 
cent, good kind of people, and who would 
on no account neglect going to church, yet 
seem to care but little in what frame or tem- 
per of mind they go tliither. They will talk 
of their worldly concerns till they get within 
_ the door, and tlien take them np again the 
very minute the sermon is over, which makes 
me ready to fear they lay too much stress on 
he iiiere form ofgoiqg to a place of worship. 
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Now; fm mj part, I always find that it re- 
qores a littie time tn bring my mind into a 
fltete fit to do any common busiaess Well, 
mndi more this g^eat and mast neceaaary 
buinese of all." - f Yes, sir," replied the 
rikci^erd, ** and' thra I think too how busy 
I ahonld be in preparing my mind, if I were 
going into die {nvsence of a great gentleman, 
sr a lord, or the liing; and shall the King of 
Kkigs be treated with less respectP Besides, 
one likes to see people feel as if going to 
church was a thing of choice and pleasore, 
•a well as duty, aiid that they were as de- 
nroiu not to be the last there, as they would 
be if they were going to a feast." 

After service, Mr. Jenkins the minister, 
who was well acquainted with the character 
of Mr. Johnson, and had a great respect for 
him, accosted him with much civility ) express- 
ing his concern tiiat he could not enjoy just 
now BO much of his conversation as he wished, 
' as he was obliged to visit a sick person at a 
'distance:, but hoped to hai^ a little talk with 
Um before he left 't&e village. As they 
walked alwg bother, Mr. Johnson piade 
k2 
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such inqsuies about the ritephwd, u urvid 
to coafinn htm in the lugh opinion h« enter- 
tained of his ^etjigood »enae, industfj, sad 
self deniaL They parted, the clei^nuui 
promisbg.to call at the cottage in his way 
home. 

The shef^erd, who took itfor g^nted that 
Mr. Ji^nsoa had gone to the miniiter's house, 
walked home with his wife and children, and 
was bei^niBg in hift UBual waj tA catechiae 
and instruct his famitj, when Mr. Johnsen 
came in, and inwsted that, the shepherd 
should go on with his instructions, just as if 
he were not tliere. This gentleman, who was 
very desirous ctf being useful to his own ser- 
vants and workmen in the way <tf religious 
instruction, was sometimes bihtj to find that 
though he took a great deal, of pains, tliey 
now and then did not quite understand him, 
for though Ids meaning was rety good, the lan- 
guage was not always very |dai6; and though 
the thittgt he said were not hard to be under- 
stood, yet the words w«-e, especially to ^ch 
as were very i^jrarant. And he now t^ts 
to find out that if people were ev«r w wise 






.m. SS 

Mid good* ^et if &kj^ lud not a simple, 
i^%«»Ue tod familitf wsjr of expressing 
themselTCBi sqim of their plain hearers would 
not be niuch the better for them. For this 
reason he waa not above Uateoiog to tiie plaio, 
humble way in which tins honest man taught 
his fainily, for though he knew that he him- 
actfhad maaj advantages over the riiepherd, 
had ' nore learning, and ccHild teach him 
nany things, jret he was oot loo pnnid to 
learn even of so pow a man, in anj point 
wfaece he thos^ thn shepherd might have 
Whe advantage of him. 

This gentleman waa much pleased with 
the knowledge and piety he discovered in 
the answers of die children; and desired the 
ahejAerd. to tell him how he contrived to 
keep up a seaae of divine things in his own 
mind and in tliat of his fiunily with so little 
leisure and so little readingt " 0, as to that, 
air," uid ^e ahe^dierd, ^we do not read 
much except in one book to be sure) but by 
he^y iv^er for God's blei^ing <» the use 
«f that bMk, what Ikttle knowledge is need- 
fid seeme to vme af ceurae. And my du«f 
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study has been to bring the fruits flf the 
Sunday reading intn the week's boriness, 
and to keep up the same sense of God in the 
heart, when the Bible is in the cupboard aa 
vheo it is in the hand. In short, to applj 
what I read in the book, to what I m«t vritil 
in the field." 

"I don't (iHit« understand jot,'* said Mr. 
Johnson. "Sir," replied the shepherd, "I 
have hnt a poor gift at conTeying these things 
to others, though I have much comfort froin 
them in mj own mind; but I am sure that 
the most ignorant and hard wwking peopl^ 
who are in earnest about their salvation, may 
help tft k^> up devout thoughts and good 
affections during the week, though they have 
hardly any time to look at a book. — An^ it 
will help them to keep out bad thou^ts too, 
which is no Bm&U matter. But then they 
must know the 'Bible; th'ey must have read 
the word of God dil^ntly; that is a kind of 
stock in trade for a Christian to set np with; 
and it IB this which makes me so careful in 
teaching it to my <^ildren; and even in 
storing their memtoies widi Psalms and 
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(^•irten. Tha is a p«at lielp ta i poor 
fctt^-woriuBg Dian, who will scarcely meat 
vitii any dung but what he may turn to some 
good acconnt. If (me ILvm in (Ik fear and 
tite love of Gob, almost evsry thing one sees 
alvoad will teoofa one b> odw-e his power and 
goodness, and- Ining to mind «ome teits of 
Scripture, whieh shall fill the heart with 
tituikfiilness, and the mouth with praise. 
When I look npw«rd» the Heavem declare 
the glory of God; and shall I. be silent and 
nngratdblP if I look roimd and see the val- 
leys standing thick with corn, how can I help 
blessing tiiat Power, who givttk tat oil thpiga 
rUhly to enjoy 9- 1 may leom gr^tude from 
tiie beasts of flke field, for the ox ktwweth Ma 
ev^er, and the tat hit matter' a eribtXaAAa^i 
ft Christian not know, shall « Christian not 
consider, what great things Gon has dcme 

o>- him? I, who am a shepherd, endeavour 
to Gil my soul wiOi a censtuit remembnnce 
of that good shepherd, who ' feedeth me in 
green pastures, and maketh me to lie down 
beside the stilt waters, and whose rod and 

staff comfort me.' 
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" A region, sir, which hiu its sent in the 
heart, and its fruits in tiie life, takes up lit- 
tle time in tiie study. And jet in another 
aense, true religion, which from sound prin- 
ciple brings forth right practice, Sis up the 
whole time, and life too, as one maj say." 

"Yon are happy," said Mr. Johnson, "in 
Urn retired life, by which you eacape tiw 
corruptions of the world." " Sir," said the 
shepherd, " I do not escape the corruptitHU 
of my own evil nature. Even there im that 
wild solitary hill, I can find out that my 
h^art is prone to evil thoughts. I suppose, 
air, t^t differtet states have different temp- 
tatidbf YiM^great folks that Uve in the 
world, perhaps are exposed to some, of which - 
sath a poor man as I am, knows noflilng. 
But to one who leads a lonely life like me, 
evil thoughts are a chief besetting sin; and 
1 can no more withstAnd these without the 
grace of Ood, than a rich wan can withstand 
the snares of evil company, without t|ie same 
grace. And 1 feel that l-stand in need of 
God's help continually, and if he should give 
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IM up to mj owD ent he^rt I should be 

iMt" 

Mr. Jidiiuon approved of the shepherd's 
siiicerity, for he had always observed that 
where there was no humility, aad no Katch- 
folneaa against . sin, there was no religjion, 
lud he «aid that the ntan who did not feel 
bimself to be a sinuer, in his opinion, could 
Kot be £ Christiaa. 

Just as they were in this part of their dis- 
course, Mr. Jenkins, the clergyman came in. 
After the usual ^lutations, Mr. Johnson in- 
quired of the minister whether there were 
many children in the parish. " More than 
you would expect," replied he, "from the 
seenung smaUnegg of it, but tJiere are spme 
little hamlets which you do not see." *' I 
think," returned Mr. Johnson, "IrecoUect 
that in the conversatioif I^iad with the shep- 
herd on the hill yonder, he told me you bad 
no Sunday school.V " I am sorry to say we ■ 
have none," said the minister; " I do what 
I can to remedy this misfcfftnne by public 
catechising; but having two or three diurchea 
to serve, I cannot give so much t^ne as I 
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wish to private isstructioii; aad bavini; « 
lat^ family^ of my own, and no aasatm^e 
■ from others, I ha.Te never been able to egta.b- 
liah a school." 

" There is an excellent institutioil in. Loa< 
don,*' said Mr. Johnson, ** ekUed the Sun- 
day School Union, which kindly gives bof^ 
and otliev helps, on the apfdication of mcfa 
pioua ministers as stand in needof tReir aid, 
and which I am sure would faave aaaiated 
yon; but I think we sb^l be able to d* 
something ourselves. — Shepnerd," continued 
be, " if 1 were a king, and bad it in my pow- 
er to pake you a rich and great man, with a 
word speaking, I would not do it. Those 
vho are raised by some sudden stroke, much 
ftbove the station in which divine providence 
bas placed them, seldom t«nt out very good, 
or very happy, fchye never had any greiit 
things in my power, but as far as I hare been 
able, I have been always glad to asust the 
worthy. I have, bowwMr, KTer attempted 
or desired to set any poor man mudi above 
his naturd condition, but it is a [deasure to 
me to lend him such asustanceasinsynuke 






SALISBVKT PUIH. 61 

that condition more easj to himself) and to 
put him in a wa; which shall call him to the 
performance of more duties than perhaps he 
could have performed without my help, and 
of performing them in a better manner. — 
What rent do yon pay for this cottage?" 

" Fifty Bhillings a year, air." 

" It is in a sad tattered condition, is tiiere 
not a better to be had in the TillageF" 

" That in which the poor clerk Iwed," 
aaid the clergyman, " is not only more tight 
and whole, but has two decent chambers^ 
and a very lai^e light kitchen." — " That will 
be very convenient," replied Mft' Johnson, - 
"pray what ia the rent?" "I think," said 
the shepherd, " poor neighbour Wilson gave 
somewhat about four pounds a year, or it 
nug^t be guineas."—-" Very well," said Mr. 
Johnson. " Now my plan is, that the shep- 
herd should take that house imraediatelyi fw 
as the poor man is dead, there will be no 
need of waiting till quarter day, if I make 
up the difference." "True, sir," sud Mr. 
Jenkins, " and I am sura my wife's fttker, 
whom I expect to-miorroir, will wlBii^J- a*- 
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gist a little towards buying some of the 
clerk's old goods. And tlie sooner they re- 
move the ixitter, for poor Mary caught that 
bad rheumatism by sleejnng under a leaky 
thatch." The shepherd was too much moved 
to ^ak, and Mary could hardly sob out, 
"Oh! sir, yoii are too good, indeed this 
liouse will do very well." " It may do very 
welt for you and your children Mary," said 
Mr. Jolinson, gravely, " but it will not do 
ffft a school; the kitchen isneitlier largenor 
light enough. Shepherd," continued he, 
"with jour good minister's leave, and kind 
assistance, 1 propose to set up in this parish 
a Sunday school, and to make jou the mas- 
ter. It will not at all interfere with your 
weekly calling; and it is the only lawful way 
in which jou could turn the SabbatJi into a 
day of some little profit to your family, by 
doing^as I hope, a great deal of good to the 
souls of otliers. The rest of the week you 
will work as usual. 'Hie difference of rent 
between this house and the clerk's I shall 
fHf myself; for to put you into a better 
httoft at your own expense would be oo great 
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act of kindness.^ — 'As for honest Marj, who 
is not tit for hard labour, or anj out-of-door 
work, I propose to endow a smalt weekly 
scliool, of which she shall be the mistress, 
and employ her notable turn to gwod account, 
by teaching ten or a dozen girla to knit, sew, 
spin, card, or any other useful way of getting - 
their bread; for all this I shall only pay her 
the usual price, for I am not going to make 
you rich but useful." 

"Not rich, sir!" cried the shephetdt 
" How can I ever be thankful enou^ for 
Buch blessings. And will my poor Mary have 
a dry thatch over her head? anil shall I be 
able to send for the doctor when I am like to 
lose herP Indeed my cup runs over with 
blessings. I hope God will give me humili- 
ty." Here he and Mary looked at each 
other and burst into tears. The gentlemen 
saw their disti'ess, and kindly walked out 
upon the little green before the door, that 
these honest {^ple might give vent to their 
feelings. As soon as they were alone they 
crept into one comw of tlic room, where 
tiiey thoi^t they could not be seen, and 
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Cell on tbeir luiees, deroutly blessing and 
praising Gos for his mercUs. Never were 
more li^artj prajers presented, than this 
grateful couple offered up for tiieir benefac- 
tors. The warmth of their gratitude could 
only be equalled by the eamestnesB with 
which tliey besought the blessing of Ooo 
on the work in which Ihej were going to en- 

The two gentlemen now left this happy 
(foaly, and walked to Qm minister's house, 
where the evening was spent in a manner 
very edifying ta Mr. Johnean, who next day 
took all proper measures for putting the 
shepherd in immediate possession of his new 
comfortable habitation. Mr. Jenkins' father- 
in-law, the worthy gentleman who gave the 
shephenfs wife the blankets, in the first 
part of this history, arrived at the hosse be* 
fore Mr. Johnson \tk it, and assisted in &t- 
Ung up the cottage. 

Mr. Johnstm took his leave, promisiag to 
call on the worthy minister and the shepherd 
once a year, in his summer's journey oyer 
fte plain, as long as it ahould please God to 






SALIIBURI PLAIN. 



Spare his Hfe. He had every reason to be 
satisfied with the objects of hia bounty- The 
shepherd's zeal and piety made him a bles- 
sing to the rising generation. The old re- 
sorted to his school for the benefit of hearing 
the young instructed, and the clergyman had 
tJie pleasure of seeing that he was rewarded 
for the protection he gave the school, by the 
great increase in his congregation. The , 
shepherd not only exhorted botii parents and 
children to tlie indispensable duty of a regu- 
lar attendance at church, but by bis pious 
icounseU he drew them thither, and by his 
plwn and prudent instructions enabled them 
to understand, and of course to delist hi 
the pttUic worahip of God. 
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Yon have now read the pretty luatory of 
fte good " Shepherd of Salisbury Plain," 
and perhaps jou would like to read the sto- 
rj of an " Affectionate Daughter," who, 
when very Voung, mMnfained her afflicted 
mother, ana one of her brothers, by working 
in a coal pit 

People that work in coal pits are called 
colliers, and Marj^s father was a collier. 
While he was at work, his wife took care of 
the family, and attended to their little farm. 
"When Marr was nine yeara o!d, th* honest 
collier, fintfing he had but little employment 
for her about the house, took her to work, 
with him down in the coal-pit^ toge&erwitk 
one of the boys, (for he had six children,) 
not more than seven years old. These two 
children worked very hard, bnt they earned 
seven shillings a week for their parents. 
Now Mary and hei' brothers and sisters,. in- 
stead of being idle as many children are, 
helped their parents forward, and their world- 
ly comforts were increasing on every nde. 
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But, alu! in the nlidat of this 'cheerful 
diligence, one day, while the ^ood man wn 
in me act of iiiLiiig a basket, in order to it« 
bein^ wound up, tite children standing near 
him in the coal-pit, some stones fell from the 
top of the pit, one of which fell on the fiiT 
ther's head, and killed him on the epot. 
What a melancholy event was this! but the 
most grievous al&ictions are appointed by 
Providence for wise ends. 
' The mother, on hearing this sad news, be- 
came crazy, the family was broken up, and 
the children were put out to different places. 

Mary having been already trained in in- 
dustry, was by no means disposed to seek 
help from the parish; being now between 
eleven and twelve years' old, she determined 
to maintain herself like a UtUe ind^ndent 
woman, by her usual work in the coal-pit, 
where tke now earned a shilling a day; and in 
three or four years afterwards, two shillings. 
And now, I would ask my young female read- 
ers, what they think was tlie manner in which 
she employea all this fruit of her industry? 
Do you inikg^e that she laid it out in vanity 
of dress, in nice eating and drinking, or 
other needless expense? Or do you suj^se 
that#lie would now indulge herself in idle- 
ness on one or two days in the week, because 
she had got enough for herself to live upon 
duriu|| the four or five woflung daysF No: 
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she, in the first place, released the parisli 
from the burden of maintaining her mother 
which she did as soon as she liad arrived at 
the age of sixteen; she then relieved the pa- 
riah officers from the charge of one of her 
brothers, and she continued to provide for 
him until he died. Having been taught never 
to consider her duty as done, while any part 
of it seemed to be left undone, she' after- 
wards undertook the maintenance of one of 
htr other brothers, who remained with her 
during sixteen weetis illness, when he died, 
and she buried him at her own expense. Af- 
ter about seven years, tjie mother died also, 
and was buried in like manner by this duti- 
ful child, without.^y assistance from the 
parish. 

If any of my reSders should here inquire, 
how it could be possible for so young a cliild 
to do all this? the answer is, that she used, 
on these occasions, to betake herself to ex- 
traordinary labour, sometimes earning no 
less than uiree shillings and sixpence in the 
four-and -twenty hours, by taking what is 
called "a double turn" in the coal-pits. 

The ready submission of Mary to her pa- 
rents, in eaily life, was a pleasing part of 
her character. Let my young readers rtcol- 
lect that, in submission to the command of 
her father, or rather to that law of God which 
enjoins parental obedience, she cheerfully 
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followed him down into the coal-pit, at a 
tender ace, without excutdng hereelT on ac- 
count ofner Bci. 

But thoueh Mail's mind was oaturnllj 
strong, and ner constitution of body was very 
stout also, yet it was evident that she had 
now been led to exert herself beyond her 
strength. How lamentable ia it that while 
so many people in the world are idle, and 
are contracting diseases botii of bod^ and 
mind, from the abundance of their riches, 
and from the want of exercise, there should 
be any bendins, like Mary, under thdr 
work, hidden from observation! What a 
pity is it, I say, that the former should not 
employ a little of their time and money in 
enaeavouring to find out these distressed 
objects! 

Mary began, about this time, evidently fo 
be afflicted witii a disease commtm among the 
poor, the conseijuence of bad food and great 
bodily fatjgue, joined with exceaeive gnef. 

When sincere Christians come (as Miiy 
now did) into very trying circumstances, 
thtj may hope, notwithstanding nay appear- 
ance to the contrary,to experience still, in one 
way or other, the peculiar blessinga of Hea- 
ven; I do not expect that such persons will 
be free from pidn, poverty, and sickness, or 
other worldly evila; for it is often quite the 
contrary; but then I believe that these very 
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afflictions will be made the means of increas- 
ing their trust in God, and of stirring them 
up t& pray more freouently and fervently to 
him through Jesus Clirist, for the gift of his 
Holy Spirit, the only true Comforter to the 
afilictea soul, and prove in the end, (I mean 
either here or Sereafter.) to have worked to- 
gether for their good. '1 he calamities of Ma- 
ry were now risen to such a height, that 
those who are not accustomed to view things 
in this light, might be ready to imagine that 
the Almighty had forsaken her. 

It was at this period of her extremity, that 
it pleased God to raise up for her some kind 
friends in the following manner: 

A lady of the same village heard of a ser- 
vant's place, and advised Mary to apply for 
the situation. Accordingly the poor girl, 
with ansious heart, went to offer her services; 
she mentioned, with her usual honesty, the 
habila of her former life, and the state of her 
health also; it seemed much against her in- 
terest to do so, but it was right; f* how can 
any of us hope for the blessing of God, or 
expect any true comfort in our minds, when 
we fall into affliction, if we fly to unfiur 
means of rescuing ourselves out of it'; and 
instead of trusting in God, trust to our own 
little frauds and crooked contrivances. 

The answer made to Mary's application 
was unfavourable, and she wallied very 
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quietly away, with a down-cast look, and 
with a miad quite broken down hy tliia fresh 
aidiction. The owners of tJie mansion hap- 
pened, however, to observe her countenance} 
and the peculiw modesty of her manner, as 
she was taking her departure; for her patient 
and silent grief touched them far more sen- 
sibly than any loud complaints could have 
done, and they, thei-efoj-e, determined to 
make some inquiries concerning her. l^e 

fintleman went himself on the same day to 
e colliery, where the master of the pit gave 
a favourable account of Mary, and the gen- 
tleman being satisfied of her good character, 
ghe was received into his service, in which 
she has now been living comfortably for tlie 
space of six yeara. Her health is recovered, 
her habits of diligence are still very great, 
and she is said to^ of a remarkably modee^ 
humble, and contented spirit. 

Hence we see how amply Mary requited 
her parens foi- the care of lier, in teaching 
her hymm in early life, and how necessary 
it is for parents, who would possess dutiftil 
and affectionate children, to train them up in 
the fear of God. — "Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and vhen he is old he will 
not depart from it." — Her meek aubmlssiim 
to her parents was in cheerful obedience to 
tliat command of God, "Honour thy father 
and thy mother, that tliy days may be long in 
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&B land which the tord thy God g^veth 
thee: this is the first commandment with 
promite;^ and we find that God was not 
unmindful of his promise; for Marj was not 
permitted to fiinK under the load of grief 
and fati^e, which she endured, hut was 
girded with strmrth, and encompassed about 
with songs of delirerance. 






,„ Google 



^ 



UNtVERSITY OF MICHIOAN 

3 901506078 3720 




